RENAISSANCE  AND   REFORMATION

daughter who, though she had been declared illegitimate by
Parliament, succeeded without opposition to the throne in
1558. The last year of Queen Mary's reign saw the publica-
tion of certain books which may be said to contain nearly all
that was saved from the early Tudor literary renaissance.
They were Sir Thomas More's English Works collected by his
nephew John Rastell in a noble folio and the two black letter
octavos in which Richard Tottel published the Songs and
Sonnets of Wyatt and Surrey and Surrey's blank verse transla-
tions from Virgil. The great abbeys were falling into ruin or
had been converted into country houses, the glorious crafts-
manship of the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries had
been pitilessly destroyed, but the printing press preserved
some remnant at least of the early English humanist move-
ment, and thus laid the foundations of the great literature of
the Elizabethan age.
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